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SPOTLIGHT ON ARCHIVES 
The Archives of the Sisters of Charity of Seton Hill 
By Sr. Louise Grundish, SC 
As one enters Caritas Christi, the motherhouse of the Sisters 
of Charity of Seton Hill, the room at the end of the long hall 
catches the eye. The sisters' Heritage Room is the museum 
component of the Sister Electa Boyle Archives. When the 
construction of the motherhouse was completed in 1999, the 
congregational archives were moved from the DePaul Center 
Administrative Offices to new quarters in the east corridor of 
Caritas Christi. The new archives facility was named the Sister 
Electa Boyle Archives in honor of the sister who served as the 
community's first archivist and authored the first community 
history, Mother Seton's Sisters of Charity in ~stern Pennsylvania. 
When planning the new archives space at Caritas Christi, the 
congregational leadership included a conservation room, a 
research room, a climate controlled records room, spacious 
offices, and storage space in addition to the Heritage Room 
Museum. With such careful planning, the Sisters of Charity 
indicate the importance they place on preserving records and 
their great respect for the legacy of those who served as sisters 
throughout the decades. 
The neatly arranged Heritage Room provides a capsule view 
of the history of the Congregation, which began in Altoona, 
Pennsylvania. In August, 1870, six Sisters of Charity from 
Cincinnati, led by Sister Aloysia Lowe, came to Altoona at the 
request of Bishop Michael Domenec, the second bishop of 
Pittsburgh. The sisters were asked to establish a community in 
the Diocese of Pittsburgh. The Cincinnati sisters were to be 
withdrawn in a year as the new congregation became stable, but 
this arrangement changed. 
Initially, the sisters established tuition-free parish schools and 
soon opened an academy for students who could afford to 
pay, following the example of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton when 
she founded the community in Emmitsburg, Maryland. This 
arrangement gave the sisters the freedom to provide educational 
opportunities for those who were unable to pay. The initial band 
of sisters wasted no time in beginning their ministry. They took 
over the teaching of the small boys and all the girls in St. John's 
Parish in September, 1870. 
In January, 1873, Mother Aloysia took four sisters to Blairsville, 
Pennsylvania, to open a school at Saints Simon and Jude Parish. 
By 1880, the Western Pennsylvania sisters were staffing three 
schools in Pittsburgh, two in Johnstown, one in Altoona, and 
one in Blairsville. 
The Altoona convent eventually became too small to serve as 
motherhouse for the growing community. Mother Aloysia 
Lowe found some farm property in Greensburg and a new 
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era of community life began on August 7, 1882 at the new 
motherhouse on "Seton Hill". In time, new needs surfaced and 
the sisters extended their ministry to health care. They established 
a hospital in the East End of Pittsburgh, a foundling home in the 
Hill District, and another hospital in the Beaver Valley area of 
Pennsylvania. 
Each mission location provided its own stories. Several sisters 
lived through the terrible Johnstown flood of 1889. One of the 
items in the archives is a letter written by the youngest sister 
who lived through the flood, in which she gives an eye witness 
account of the devastation to her mother. In the Annals of a 
local community in Louisiana, one sister writes about a tornado 
that completely destroyed the convent. The sister who lived there 
survived with only a few bumps and bruises. The author of that 
report was blown from the house to a ditch by the road. 
The Sisters of Charity of Seton Hill traveled to South Korea 
in 1960. Four sisters established a middle school for girls in 
Gangjin in the southern tip of South Korea. Soon the sisters 
were joined by a number of young Korean women. Their 
ministries in South Korea have grown to include centers for 
children, schools for the physically and mentally challenged, 
social service, parish work, and counseling centers. The sisters 
are now a province of the Sisters of Charity of Seton Hill and 
their convents can be found in every part of South Korea; the 
Provincial House is in Gwang-ju. The journals from the first 
days in Korea are housed in the archives as are letters written by 
one of the first sisters missioned in Korea to her mother. 
The response of the Sisters of Charity to the needs of a 
changing world has been carefully recorded. Documentation 
of ministry expansion includes records of the move to pastoral 
St John's, Johnstown-after the flood 
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ministry, social ministry, and spiritual care as well as some 
unique ministries, such as Jewish-Catholic relationships and 
the foundation of the National Catholic Center for Holocaust 
Education at Seton Hill University. 
Today, the sisters' Archives include the council books from 
initial community meetings and correspondence from pastors 
requesting sisters to staff schools. The shelves, boxes, and file 
cabinets in the records room contain the history of the sisters 
from their beginnings in Altoona in 1870 to their move to 
Greensburg in 1882 to their current ministries. From the 
earliest years, the sisters have annually transferred records in 
order to maintain a complete history of the congregation. The 
archives contain the stories of beginnings, struggles for survival, 
departures and closings of missions, and all of the many changes 
experienced throughout the one hundred forty three year history 
of the Congregation. In addition to the official records, 
minutes, correspondence, certificates, blueprints, deeds and 
wills, the archives houses a library of oral histories and pictures, 
which bring the historical facts to life. 
The archives of the Sisters of Charity of Seton Hill also contain 
several of the original letters of Elizabeth Seton to her husband, 
children, and friends as well as some of the letters written to 
her by these individuals. A prized item stored in the vault 
Sacred Heart 8th grade class with Sr. Mary Ines Cronin and Sr. Mary Joseph 
Havey, 1899. 
Community Farewell, Greensburg Rallroad Station, September 22,1960. 
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of the archives is St. Elizabeth Ann Seton's prayer book with 
her notations in her handwriting. This book, The Following 
of Christ, provided the documentation needed to prove her 
baptism, as the church where she had been baptized was 
destroyed by fire. 
Uncovering information needed for various individuals and 
projects is a fulfilling and satisfying part of the job of archivist. 
Almost daily, people request information to assist in planning 
parish and school reunions, to document the history of projects 
involving the sisters, and to help them identify Catholic 
ancestors. 
While the archives of the Sisters of Charity of Seton Hill 
are housed within the Diocese of Greensburg, which was 
established in 1951, the records are entwined with the history 
of the Diocese of Pittsburgh and the many neighborhoods 
where the sisters served and continue to serve throughout 
Western Pennsylvania. These archives are just one of the many 
different archives in the region that document the rich history 
of the local Catholic Church. 
Sr. Louise Grundish, SC, The archives at Caritas Christi 
are open on weekdays from 9:00 a. m. to 4:00 p. m. Special 
appointments for weekend and evening visits are available by 
appointment. For more information on the Sisters of Charity of 
Seton Hill Archives, contact Sr. Louise Grundish, at 724-853-
7948, ext. 126 or lgrundish@scsh.org. 
Sr. Mary Kleran Beyer gives haircut at Rosana Foundllng Home. 
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Arst and last principals Srs. Donna Marie Leiden and Regina Clare Brelg, 1979. Sr. Louise Grundlsh, Archivist leads tour of the archives. 
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Sr. Aloyslus Blakley letter regarding Johnstown flood, 1889. 
All pictures are courtesy of the Sisters of Charity of Seton Hiii. Heritage Room 
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